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20112012 will be a memorable year for Hastings Elks
The 201112 Elks year is shaping up to be
one that will be long remembered both
locally and across the country.

At our Hastings Lodge, 2011 marks an
important first for us – Jackie Norris will
be installed on April 12th as the first
female Exalted Ruler in our Lodge.
Jackie's longtime service as Chair of both
the local and State Youth Activities
Committees gives us a good idea of the
great leadership she'll provide our Lodge
over the coming year.

Hastings Lodge #159 is also embarking
on our first major Capital Fundraising
campaign in a decade. Throughout the
year we'll be turning to the community for

large gifts that will be used for two purposes:
1) to retire our debt, and, 2) to create an
endowed scholarship fund.

Our goal for the campaign is $500,000.
Throughout the year, we'll report on our
progress in this major campaign.

This spring and summer, we'll also be more
aggressive in advertising our golf course
memberships. Increasing the number of golf
members will help get the country club on a
more solid financial footing  which will
benefit both the Lodge and the Club.

Nationally, the B.P.O. Elks Grand Lodge is
looking at a number of initiatives to help
increase the recruitment of new members.

It's likely that a number of the proposals

will prove to be controversial, but the
organization will benefit and become
stronger by having this conversation within
our Elks family across the country.

As we get closer to the National
Convention in Phoenix this July, we'd
encourage you to attend meetings to hear
the proposals that will be coming to a vote
on the Convention floor. Our Lodge
delegates will need to know what you think
when they consider their vote.

It will be an exciting year – and we hope
you'll make yourself a part of all that
Elkdom means in our community, our state
and our country!

The Secretary's Notes Jackie's MessageAs I prepare this article (on Friday, March 18th), I wish to
commend the members on their rapid payment of Ldoge dues. 260
members have paid. That is 65% of our members.

The generosity of our members is wonderful, in the additional
checkoff columns. We have raised the following amouts from
voluntary checkoffs: $215 for the Elks National Foundation,
$1,225 for Debt Reduction, $$350 for the "round up."

Those who have given to the Elks National Foundation will
have their donations credited to their individual accounts in June
of this year.

In a future Newsletter, I will be listing the committees of the
Lodge. If you see any of our many committees on which you
would like to serve, please contact Jackie Norris, and she will put
you to work!
(Continued on Page 5)

If we haven't met, my name is Jackie Norris and I'm excited to have
the opportunity to serve you and the Lodge this coming year as
Exalted Ruler. I have been very blessed to recieve the support and
encouragement from many of you this past month  and I want to
thank everyone who has been there for me.

We head into this Elks year with an amazing, energetic and
talented team of Officers in the Chairs. I hope you'll take a moment
during the coming months to also offer them words of
encouragement.

Our Lodge has a new reason for shining with pride: Joe
Thompson has submitted Hastings to Grand Lodge for the
prestigious All American Lodge Award. This is the first year in a
long time that we have achieved enough goals to be eligible for the
Award, so many thanks to you for the hard work during Russ's time
as Exalted Ruler.

The dedication and strong sense of charity our members exhibit is
exceptional, and I can't tell you how proud I am to be a member of
Hastings Lodge #159!

We will be having our Youth Banquet on Sunday, April 17th to
honor those students who have participated in Elks Youth Programs
this past year. Elkdom dedicates itself to the young people in our
communities, and we can rightly take pride in their excellence and
achievements. It's good to keep in mind that much of what we do
really makes a difference in these young lives.

As the State Youth Activities Chair, I'll have the honor to join
other state officers in Lincoln to meet the Governor for an Official
State Proclamation of Elks Youth Week.

I'm sure you join me in looking forward to another great year
filled with the fun and friendship that makes being part of Hastings
Elks Lodge #159 something very, very special! I'm looking forward
to all that we will achieve together in the coming months!.

From the Trustees
While rumors and untruths sometimes run wild in an organization,
there are ways to get the facts. I realize that sometimes the facts
aren’t as juicy as the rumor and the facts sometimes just don’t
make great discussion topics. The books are always open to any
member in good standing. The trustees meet the second and fourth
Tuesdays of the month at 6:30pm. Want the facts? Show up 15
minutes before the meeting and we will review the financial
reports with you!

Budgets will be presented to the lodge the last meeting in
March. The trustee’s have spent numerous hours on the budget
proposals and have made cuts to ensure we live within our means.
Major changes are coming to the newsletter. We will be saving
substantially on the newsletter and will begin offering electronic
delivery or members will be able to access it via the web site.
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