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Rich’s Message by Rich Freeman, Exalted Ruler
This Newsletter is the first edition for the Elks Year 2014-
15. Let me take this opportunity to say “Thank You” for 
the privilege of being elected as your Exalted Ruler. 
    Brad Norton has left a very large set of shoes to fill. I 
know that if you favor me with the same support you gave 
to Brad, we’ll have a very successful year.
    One of my goals this year is to increase the participa-
tion of all our members in Lodge activities and functions. 
We know the members who take part in activities remain 
members. 
   As some of you are aware, we have lost over 40 mem-
bers during the past few years. This translates to a size-
able decrease in our Lodge budget. We have added mem-
bers as well, including younger Elks like Kerrie and Zach 
Oreskovich who will be our Inner Guard and Esquire this 
year. 
    To all the officers, members and non-members who 
have given their time and energy this past year, THANK 
YOU. The support of our members is exactly what we 
need now and into the future. 
    Please, don’t hesitate to offer your suggestions to me on 
how we meet our obligations to our members and to our 
Order. Thank you again for all you do!

Notes From the Secretary by Butch Lyons
I can’t believe I have a whole year behind me as Secretary. For those that have their 
new membership cards, check to make sure I didn’t forget anything (for example, 
stampimg your Golf Information on the card.) If you see any errors, please call me 
and let me know so I can take care of you. (402) 460-6562.
    In a future Newsletter I will be listing the committees of the lodge if you see any 
of our many committees that you would like to serve on please contact Rich Freeman 
and he will put you to work.
    We need to take time to thank Brad Norton for the outstanding year that He gave 
to Hastings Elks Lodge.  This has been one of the most active years for our Lodge.
    For those that are going to play on Thursday Mens League, there will be a meeting 
on April 17 at 6:30 p.m. 

Find the latest Calendar updates and more...
Visit HastingsElksLodge.com

In 2011, we made some big changes to this newsletter, including  inter-
nally laying out each edition using volunteers. We also took bids and 
changed printing vendors. Those moves saved us more than $2,000 
per year. 
    However, even with those savings, the total cost of printing and dis-
tributing the newsletter is more than $4,000 each year. Each month, we 
print and mail more than 600 copies of “Calling All Elks” to our mem-
bers near and far, State Association officers, and even other Lodges. 
    Preparing the 2014-15 Lodge budget brought one simple fact into 
focus: “Calling All Elks” is one of our BIGGEST expenses. In fact, the 
cost of producing and distributing the newsletter is nearly ten percent 
of our entire Lodge budget. 
    Since 2012, we have had a pilot program of offering our newsletter 
electronically. Signups for the eNewsletter have grown each year as 
our members have realized that they get the newsletter earlier (usually 
at a least a week in advance of the mailed copy) through the download 

version. 
    The success of the pilot program convinces us that we can end the 
printed and mailed version of our newsletter. So, beginning next month 
- with the May, 2014 edition - “Calling All Elks” will only be available 
as a download.
    In May and June, you’ll receive a postcard with more details about 
this conversion to an electronic newsletter. Don’t worry, if you’re not 
computer connected, the postcard will explain other options for receiv-
ing the newsletter.      
       However, with a Lodge budget that is extremely tight, it is clear that 
the dollars that go into printing and mailing this newsletter would be bet-
ter spent on the scholarships, veterans activities and youth program that 
are at the Heart of Elkdom.
     If you’d like to see the electronic version, visit and bookmark the 
download link (don’t worry, it’ll be on the postcard, too): 
www.HastingsElksLodge.com/newsletter

For “Calling All Elks,” big changes for 2014

Nancy Hehnke, Jackie Norris and E.R. Brad Norton teach Foster Kids in the transitional Maryland Liv-
ing Center about shopping and cooking. The program was made possible by a Gratitude Grant through 
the Elks National Foundation. (More photos on Page 4)


