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Margo’s Message by Margo Woolman, Exalted Ruler
January was definitely a cold one!  But hang in there, only 
a couple more months of winter left…at least let’s hope! 
That means that now is the time to think about getting back 
in shape for golf season.  What better way than to come out 
and practice on the OptiShot…you’ll be ready when the golf 
season begins!
    When we think of February, we think of Valentines Day. 
Saint Valentine’s Day, or the Feast of Saint Valentine, is ob-
served on February 14 each year. Today Valentine’s Day is 
celebrated in many countries around the world, mostly in 
the West. The day was first associated with romantic love 
in the circle of Geoffrey Chaucer in the High Middle Ages, 
when the tradition of courtly love flourished. By the 15th 
century, it had evolved into an occasion in which lovers ex-
pressed their love for each other by presenting flowers, of-
fering confectionery, and sending greeting cards (known as 
“valentines”). Valentine’s Day symbols that are used today 
include the heart-shaped outline, doves, and the figure of the 
winged Cupid. Since the 19th century, handwritten valen-
tines have given way to mass-produced greeting cards.  So 
don’t forget to get one for that special someone in your life!
    Just a reminder, if you are interested in becoming an offi-
cer or a committee member for the upcoming year, we want 
to hear from you.  Please contact any Trustee, Officer or my-
self, and we will be happy to answer any questions you may 
have.  Nominees will be announced at the Lodge Meeting 
February 12th and Elections will be held on February 26th.  
The Lodge needs you!
    Tip of the month:  There is Flattery in Friendship! 

Notes From the Secretary by Joe Thompson
Members All,
The Lodge year is rapidly coming to an end. As of this month, our lapsation (Mem-
bers who have not paid their 2012-13 Dues) count is low - but it could be lower. We 
are down to 26 Members who have not paid. We have until March 31st to collect 
those Dues. We are continuing our attempts to collect the dues as they represent a 
budget shortfall of over $1,200.
    It is possible we may end the Lodge year with a slight membership gain. The gain 
could be quite significant if we could pare down the lapsation list.
    The month of February has some very significant dates for us to keep in mind:
•	 Tuesday,	February	12th	Lodge	Meeting:	Nomination	of	Officers	 for	 the	

2013-14 Lodge year - Trustee, 5 year term; Tiler, 1 year term.
•	 Saturday, February 16th: Birthday of the Order of the Elks, formed in 

New York in 1868.
•	 Saturday	 &	 Sunday,	 February	 23rd	 &	 24th:	 Exalted	 Ruler/Secretary/

Trustee Seminar in Grand Island.
•	 Tuesday,	February	26th	Lodge	Meeting:	Election	of	Officers	for	the	2013-

14 Lodge Year.
    In an effort to save mailing expense, Dues notices will be sent as soon as the 
new Membership Cards arrive from Grand Lodge. Member Dues for 2013-14 are 
$90.50, and Life Member dues are $42.50.

Find the latest 
Calendar updates 

and more:
Visit HastingsElksLodge.com

One of the most valuable interactions our Lodge Members have is with the Veterans who have de-
fended our freedom for generations. On January 29th, several Hastings Elks helped relieve the bore-
dom of a hospital stay by joining Vets at the V.A. Hospital in Grand Island for Bingo.

From the Trustees by Butch Lyons, Chairman
The New Year means a lot of activity for the Trustees as we 
prepare the 2013-14 Budgets. One reality that continues to 
make each winter difficult is that our golf course operation 
continues to produce a net loss each year. 
    As we prepare the budgets, we’re doing everything pos-
sible to address these continuing shortfalls. On the back 
cover, you’ll find a summary of some of the changes that 
we are planning for the upcoming season. Every single one 
of those changes is intended to either reduce expenses or 
increase our revenues!
    We hope you’ll view them in the light in which they are 
intended, as a way to make our golf course profitable in the 
long run!

AT THE ELKS
Saturday, March 16

6pm

Don’t miss one of the most 
popular and FUN Spring 
parties we’ve ever held!

••••••••••••
TABLE GAMES, NACHO 

BAR AND MUCH MORE!


