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ELKS HONOR VETERANS!
Hastings Elks Lodge #159 hosted local veterans at the 2nd annual Veterans Golf 
Outing on Armed Forces Day. We paid tribute to 24 veterans participating in 19 
teams at this 2-person scramble, 9-hole golfing event held at the Elks Country 
Club on Saturday. The Elks proudly honors their service and the sacrifices they 
made in securing and protecting the freedoms we all enjoy today.
Participating veterans ranged in age from 22 to 90 years old, serving in all con-
flicts from WWII through today. They represented five different services wear-
ing the uniform as Active Duty, National Guard and Reserve servicemen and 
women. Thirteen of our veterans have been involved in armed combat covering 
the past four major conflicts. These 24 veterans alone contributed over 182 years 
of combined service to our country in the support and defense of our flag and all 
it represents.
We especially want to thank our members who helped make this annual event 
possible; Brad Norton (Director), Bob Storeholder, Rich Freeman, Jim Meers, 
Matthew Norton, Jim Horsham, Dick Hansen, Kent Rothfuss (TV Spokesman), 
Mike Bogan, Ben Meyer, Brad & Reta Norton, and Reta’s brother, Calvin Bien-
hoff and his wife Lyla. Additionally we extend a huge thank you to our sponsors 
this year; Kershner Auto Korner, Golf USA (Kearney & Grand Island), Retro 
Collectables (GI Mall), Applause Video, Hastings Elks Country Club, and dona-
tions from the following members: Joe Thompson. Jackie Norris, Bob Store-
holder, Butch Lyons, Randy Rippen, Mike & Delta Norton, Matthew Norton, 
Brad & Reta Norton. A special thank you goes to Lyla Bienhoff and Reta Norton 
for baking the cinnamon rolls provided free to all our golfers and volunteers at 
this event.
Our Elks Veterans Programs netted over $400 in donations and also received 
coverage on KHAS Channel 5 evening news. We really appreciate the help from 
all our volunteers who made this outing a success and to everyone who donated 
items, it really makes this event special for our veterans.
To our veterans, the Hastings Elks offer our heartfelt appreciation for your ser-
vice and extend a special salute of gratitude to all of our men and women still 
serving today. The Elks hope to see many more of our veterans attending this 
annual event next year on Armed Forces Day.
The Hastings Elks proudly salutes our veterans!

Golf Course Manager, Ben Meyer, was one of the two dozen veterans who played in this 
year’s golf outing on Armed Forces Day. Ben was a Marine who served a tour in Iraq. 
Many of our fellow Elks proudly wore the uniform of a Soldier, Sailor, Marine or Air-
man in the United States military. To all, we salute your service and strive every day to 
serve our Veterans - just as they served us.

Lodge Officers Take Third at State
On April 27th, our Lodge Officers participated for the third 
straight year in the Elks State Ritual Competition at the State 
Elks Convention in North Platte. Early substitutions at ER 
and Leading Knight by Russ Shaw and Rich Gion got us roll-
ing on a great rendition of our initiation ritual.
    Then, we had last-minute changes to the line-up with Brad 
Norton filling in as Esquire when Scott Yackley was pulled 
away by a new job. Christy Yackley stepped up to the plate 
and volunteered to take Brad’s place as Loyal Knight, vacat-
ing her spot as the candidate. This void was filled when Anita 
Snider stepped in as the new candidate, just one week before 
competing at Practice Under Pressure in York. At this prac-
tice competition, Reta Norton received top honors as Lectur-
ing Knight.
    With just five weeks to perfect the team in three new posi-
tions, we entered the competition at State. The team’s efforts 
were rewarded with a third place finish - narrowly missing 
second by less than three-quarters of a point. The State Rit-
ual Chairman applauded the Hastings Team for their perfor-
mance. After taking on a challenging part at the last minute, 
Christy Yackley earned the highest score on the team - miss-
ing first place in the State by only .273 of a point. Congratu-
lations to Christy, and to the entire Ritual Team!

Eagle Scouts Honored by the Elks
The Chairman of the Scouting Program for Hastings Elks 
Lodge #159 is Dick Freeling. He was very busy this past 
month attending Eagle Scout Award ceremonies in the com-
munity. Two young men who achieved Scouting’s highest 
honor also received recognition from the Elks:

Daniel Troudt, from Troop 200, received his Eagle Badge on 
May 19th at 1st Presbyterian Church in Hastings. His special 
project was painting fire hydrants for the City.

Aaron Bono received his Eagle Award on May 25th, at the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. Dick presented 
the Certificate and Flag given by our Lodge.


